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Republic of Korea at the Official Dinner of the
Global Health Security Agenda 2015 High-Level
Meeting in SeoulGovernment representatives around the world,
Delegates from international organizations,
I warmly welcome you all to Korea for the Second
Global Health Security Agenda High-Level Meeting.
This year’s High-Level Meeting in Seoul, following
the first meeting in Washington last year, carries great
significance as it brings us together to pool our wisdom
to keep the world safe and secure from infectious dis-
ease threats.
Last year, we struggled to fight against Ebola. There
have been 28,000 patients to date, 11,000 of which have
lost their precious lives.
When the fear of Ebola swept across the world,
countless medical workers braved risk of infection and
overcame their fears to rush to the scene of the affected
areas and saved valuable lives.
We shall never forget their noble spirit of self-
sacrifice.
At a time when active exchanges are taking place
between countries and the world is becoming as one in
the era of globalization, emerging infectious diseases
such as Ebola, SARS and MERS are moving beyond
national borders to put humankind at risk.
There are still too many people suffering from the
pain and fear of infectious diseases, and Korea also
experienced the difficulties posed by the unexpected
breakout of MERS this year. To combat the outbreak,
Korea pressed ahead with bold countermeasures.
Moreover, unacceptable acts of biological terrorism
that intentionally exploit pathogens also constitute a
major challenge to our safety.
Emerging infectious diseases always come unex-
pectedly and unknown, new infectious diseases can push
the world into chaos at any time.
That is why we are gathered here in Korea, to keep
humanity safe and the economy and society secure from
the menace of infectious diseases.Dear delegates,
If we are to deal with the enormity of such unpre-
dictable threats, we must be thoroughly prepared at all
times, sharing our knowledge with one another and
undertaking necessary research.
This year, when the MERS made a sudden landing in
Korea, we discussed various infection control measures
with a number of global organizations.
I hope this Seoul meeting will be useful in facilitating
international cooperation and solutions for addressing
infectious diseases based on the experiences and char-
acteristics of each country.
In this global era, we need a response system that
involves not only the healthcare experts of the world,
but also all government agencies and private sectors
alike for curbing the introduction and diffusion of in-
fectious diseases.
Recognizing such issue, the Republic of Korea is
driving a fundamental innovation in disease control and
prevention system in order to fortify its defense against
infectious diseases.
Under the three strategies of GHSA e prevention,
detection and response e we plan to set up a 24-hour
Emergency Operations Center and mobilize Rapid
Response Teams when a suspected case is reported, so
as to block the spread of infectious diseases in the early
stages.
Quarantine will be bolstered, and the “Smart Quar-
antine System” will be put in place to facilitate timely
sharing of quarantine information among all relevant
stakeholders.
Moreover, we plan to operate specialized hospitals
for infectious diseases in major regions throughout the
country, nurture specialists and overhaul the structure of
a response organization. Extensive improvements will
be made in all areas.
*Note. 13 Countries: Ghana, Ethiopia, Jordan, Cambodia,
Laos, Uzbekistan, Peru, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Demo-
S4 Global Health Security Agenda 2015Equally as important as having a robust disease
control system is establishing an effective communica-
tion mechanism by repeating drills in normal times.
In this vein, Korea’s Ministry of National Defense
and the Ministry of Health and Welfare have been car-
rying out Able Response since 2011, jointly with the US
Department of Defense and the Department of Health
and Social Services to reinforce preparedness for bio-
logical threats.
This exercise aims to strengthen safeguards against
infectious diseases that occur as natural disasters, and
even go further to preemptively counter potential na-
tional security threats from the intentional release of
biological agents.
I understand that some of you observed firsthand the
exercise yesterday. It is my hope that Korea’s experi-
ence in such training will be shared with many countries
to help guide their efforts toward overcoming the health
security crisis.
Ladies and gentlemen,
We have clearly learned from our experiences, that the
threat of infectious diseases is not the problem of any
single country but a common challenge of humankind.
I look forward to finding concrete ways to further
solidify coordination between countries at the Seoul
Meeting.
First, all countries seeking to enhance their health
security response systems and capacities should focus
on building core capacities that are internationally
agreed and standardized.
At the last meeting in Washington, we set our com-
mon goals based on three strategies of prevention,
detection and response along with 11 action packages.
In this regard, the Steering Group is assessing each
country’s progress and encouraging practical imple-
mentation, while helping them secure required capabil-
ities. Such work must be backed up by customized
policies that take into account different healthcare en-
vironments and socio-cultural attributes of each indi-
vidual country.
Second, we must stimulate prompt information
sharing and people-to-people exchanges between coun-
tries on the foundation of a strengthened response system.
Science and technology have made tremendous
progress, yet knowledge and information about infec-
tious diseases still remain fragmented.
To overcome such limitation, it is crucially important
to set up a coordinated channel among countries for
swift and accurate exchange of information in order to
narrow the information gap.
Moreover, the human network must be broadened
further to elevate the capacity of each country.
Competent field epidemiologists should be dis-
patched to their neighboring countries as well as inter-
national bodies such as the WHO to promote exchangeof technology and knowledge through interactive
communication.
Dear delegates,
At the moment, WHO is leading the global efforts to
intensify safeguards against infectious diseases, yet
many nations including developing countries are still
left exposed to the risks of infectious diseases.
It is time that more practical cooperation and assis-
tance are provided to defend and save precious lives.
Already a number of countries and international orga-
nizations alike are helping other countries financially for
the realization of the GHSA core strategies.
The United States has committed to assist 30 coun-
tries including partner countries of GHSA.
To attain zero Ebola cases, the G-7 has already
extended $2.6 billion of assistance and pledged to scale
up the support for as many as 60 countries going
forward.
Korea will also make contributions to these interna-
tional endeavors.
For five years from 2016, the Korean government
plans to inject total $100 million through the “Safe Life
for All” initiative to aid 13 countries* in stepping up
their response capacities to infectious diseases.
Through this initiative, Korea will strive to ensure the
safety and security of the people in vulnerable countries
so that they can hope for a better future.
Respected representatives,
Our principle for tackling infectious disease threats is
simple and clear.
It is to thoroughly implement 3 strategies and 11
action packages we had formulated under Global Health
Security Agenda. The Korean government hereby
promises its full support and participation in the
endeavors.
Challenges remain on the road ahead as persistent
and evolving infectious diseases await to threaten us, but
we shall never surrender our fight.
Our current work will not be limited to increasing our
resilience to infectious diseases. Our efforts will indeed
crystallize as a touchstone for global actions aimed at
making our people, nations and the planet healthy and
sound.
Lastly, I look forward to your active support and
engagement at the High-Level Meeting tomorrow so
that we can adopt the “Seoul Declaration” as the first
proclamation by the international community to
collectively fight against infectious diseases and
deliver meaningful progress for our path forward.
Thank you.cratic Republic of the Congo, Cote d’Ivoire and Mali.
